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thousands of Z_mnamuw are studying in
{“Great 1 Britain,
North/ Americaand Europe in ?h.:a:-,.
|lar_for intermediate and higher. n:w&.m. ;

Acquiring new technical skills §

a group of engineering students

listen while the instructor muu_n.Eu to them the workings of a
mﬁs&abm instrument.

Thstieltion - wilh branches 1~ each “of
the three Regions, has about the same
number of residential students, about
one third of whom are taking inter-
mediate level (G.C.E.—A Level) studies.
The remainder follow such courses as
accountancy, architecture, estate man-
agement, fine art, land surveying,
government and administration, phar-
macy and secretaryship.

The two institutions cooperate in engi-

neering ; about 100 students are in the
university’s faculty of engineering at
Zaria. The University College has an

Institute of Education and the Nigerian
College a Department. Both are of
recent growth and provide at various
levels only a very small fraction of the
present needs.

HUNDREDS QUALIEY

Only nine years ago wasd wﬁ.ﬁ.ﬂB
to post-School Certificate w
secondary schools, fewer f 30
which Attempt this now, but recent!
the ‘Federal Oo<¢33gn opened an .
emergency science training school g&_o:
has already prepared, over a two- -year
course, hundreds of students n:mrmna
in scienge for wuniversity admission.
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a :&qﬂ.&g college™will open soon at
Kano, taking over the work of the
School of Arabic Studies there. Another
university is also contemplated in the
Western Region.

REPORT AWAITED

Further developments will follow the
publication of the report of the Ashby
Commission on Post-School Certificate
and Higher Education. It is likely that
teacher education and the expansion of
scientific and technological education
will be among the priorities recom-
mended.

It is certain that there will be a
great need for overseas staff for new
and nxﬁmn&ﬁm institutions for some
vears, but it is encouraging to see that

arious plans made at the Common-
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assistance from the United States and
* aid from ﬁnwno will also increase soon.

It now nmu.m_um to ensure so far as is
. possible that the young Nigerians EWo
ting from these nmqmﬁowanmﬁ

m &62_3 realize that-they are not
m.:w@:gm obtain a passpoit

Third-year students at work in En College of Arts, Science
and Technology, Zaria. ,

Right :

School children being taken on a conducted tour of the

Nigeria Museum, Lagos.

to! m:.ﬁmﬁ empli ﬁsnnﬁ and ‘that the

“there' is'a growing number of successfal
teachers,’

woman ' doctors, ' barristers,
nurses and members of other
learned professions. In considering
whether girls and women have equal
access with boys and men to educational
facilitics, however, there are many fac-
tors to take into account.

PRIMARY STATISTICS

Statistics for primary education show
that although in the Federal Area of
Lagos girls number 46 per cent of the
school pepulation, in-the-Eastern, Nor-
thern and Wesfein' Regions the percen-
tages are 35, 25 and "38 respectively.
In the field of secondary education girls
in Lagos are approximately 30 per cent
of the total enrolment, but outside the
Federal area there is a significant fall
in the percentages to approximately 13
in the Eastern Region, 11 in the Nor-
thern Region and 22 in the Western
Region. Only 68 woman students, or
7 per cent of the total, were following
courses at University College, Ibadan,
in 1958 and only 50, or 6 per cent, were
enrolled in courses at the Nigerian Col-
lege of Technology, although un-
doubtedly many more-are studying for
professional = qualifications  outside
Nigeria. Only 324 girls passed the West
African School Certificate Examination
in 1958 and only one girl passed the
Higher School Certificate Examination
of Cambridge University in four prin-
pal subjects—13 others passed in one
r more principal subjects. There were

others who passed the General Certifi-

cate of Education of London Univer-
sity as external candidates but the
girls are not available.

Znn new maoouawaw schools for girls
have opened in recent years and a

" wider_vaniety of courses such as those

offered at the Girls’ Commercial School
in Lagosand the ﬁa.:ﬁn s Occupational
.H.E__Enu QBE.% at Aba in the mm@ﬁma:
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areas of wc_:mﬁ:u Nigeria appear to be
equally anxious for the education of
their-sons -and  daughters, -patticularly
at the primary level in regions where
school fees have been abolished. In post-
primary education the question of equal
opportunity is not merely a problem
of adequate provision of educational
facilities ; the economic factor of paren-
tal income and the future possibilitics
for empioyment are both important
influences on the demand for, and there-
fore the provision of, places for girls
in post- m.w:::_m.ﬂc courses.

The main difficulty in providing edu-
cational facilities above the primary
level is the shortage of gualified staff.
The number of woman graduates with
teaching qualifications engaged in teach-
ing in schools of all kinds throughout
Nigeria during 1958 was only 206, but
of these a great many were expatriates.
Opportunities for employment for
women outside the professions and away
from the urban areas are very limited,
and parents are naturally reluctant to
finance the education of their daughters
unless they are confident that suitable
posts will be open to them.

PARENTS’ PREJUDICE

In large areas in the Northern Region,
where the population is predominantly
Muslim, the additional factors of early
marriage and suspicion—particularly
on the part of the older women—of
Western - forms of education lim't the
participation of girls in studies that will
take them far from their homes and
away from parental influence. Adult
literacy campaigns have done much in
the Northern Region as well as else-
where in Nigeria to bridge the educa-
tional gulf between schoolchildren and
their parents, and throughout the
Federation there is a growing interest
on the part of women in classes wh ch
will enable them to improve the health
and well-being of their families,




